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At Southwick Community Primary School, we believe that learning a foreign language provides a valuable educational, social, and cultural experience for our pupils. It helps them to develop communication skills, including speaking, listening, reading, and writing, and extends their knowledge of how language works. Learning Spanish fosters children's curiosity, deepens their understanding of the world, and lays the foundation for future language learning.

Aims and Objectives

The aim of our MFL curriculum is to:
· Foster an interest in language learning.
· Develop an understanding of Spanish language and culture.
· Encourage children’s confidence and creativity when using Spanish.
· Provide children with the basic vocabulary and grammar foundations of the Spanish language.
· Develop speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills in Spanish.
· Lay the groundwork for future language learning at Key Stage 3.

Statutory Requirements

In line with the National Curriculum 2014, learning a foreign language is a statutory requirement for children in Key Stage 2. At Southwick Community Primary School, we have chosen Spanish as our Modern Foreign Language.

Teaching and Learning

Spanish is taught weekly to all KS2 pupils (Years 3–6) through dedicated MFL sessions. Lessons are delivered using a variety of interactive and engaging methods including songs, games, role-play, digital tools, and storytelling.
Key features of our teaching approach include:
· Emphasis on spoken language and listening comprehension.
· Repetition and reinforcement to support retention.
· Use of visual aids and real-life contexts.
· Cross-curricular links where appropriate (e.g. geography, music, PSHE).
In Key Stage 1, pupils are introduced to Spanish informally through songs, greetings, and simple vocabulary integrated into the wider curriculum where appropriate.

Curriculum Coverage

Our Spanish curriculum is based on the National Curriculum Programme of Study and follows a progressive structure, focusing on:
· Listening attentively to spoken language and showing understanding by joining in and responding.
· Exploring the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes.
· Engaging in conversations; asking and answering questions.
· Speaking in sentences, using familiar vocabulary and phrases.
· Developing accurate pronunciation and intonation.
· Reading carefully and showing understanding of words and phrases.
· Writing phrases from memory and adapting these to create new sentences.
· Understanding basic grammar, including feminine and masculine forms and key verb conjugations.
Assessment

Assessment for learning is ongoing throughout Spanish lessons. Teachers monitor progress through:
· Observation of oral contributions.
· Marking of written tasks.
· Low-stakes quizzes or vocabulary games.
· End-of-unit activities or projects.
Progress is recorded termly against age-related expectations, and pupils’ language development is reported to parents in annual reports.

Inclusion and Differentiation

All children are entitled to access MFL learning. Differentiated activities and scaffolding are used to ensure that all pupils, including those with SEND or EAL, can engage with the language at an appropriate level. More able linguists are challenged through extension tasks and deeper vocabulary work.

Cultural Capital

Cultural appreciation is embedded within the Spanish curriculum. Children explore Spanish-speaking countries, festivals, traditions, music, food, and everyday life, fostering respect for and understanding of other cultures. Spanish days and whole-school events (e.g. European Day of Languages) are celebrated annually.

Resources

The school is resourced with:
· Spanish dictionaries and bilingual books.
· Interactive whiteboard activities and online resources.
· Songs, flashcards, games, and props.
· Access to approved language learning websites and apps.

Staff Development

Staff are supported with CPD opportunities, including:
· Access to planning and resources from chosen MFL schemes.
· Training sessions from language advisors or external providers.
· Peer support and observation.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The MFL subject leader is responsible for:
· Monitoring the quality of teaching and learning through lesson observations, planning reviews, and pupil voice.
· Reviewing curriculum coverage and progression.
· Supporting colleagues with planning and resource selection.
· Reporting to SLT and governors on the impact of MFL.

Policy Review

This policy will be reviewed every three years or sooner if necessary
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