
 

 

Joke of the term 

What did the  
maths book say to 

the other maths 
book? 

I’ve got problems 
to solve! 

 
 

The school council has been asked to think of other ways in which we could further develop our outside 
areas. So off out onto the yard our council members went with their note books to collect the children’s 
voice and find out what the children in our school would like on our yards. The school council were 
overwhelmed with the amount of responses we received. After looking at all of the pupil responses, we 
have designed and implemented a brand new ‘Nature Area’ in our school yard! We thought about the 
different types of equipment our children would like to use and then came up with a budget plan to buy 
what we would need. We then designed and created our area. Each of the school council members take 
turns monitoring the area by playing with children and then making sure all of the equipment is put 
away tidy and safely. Keep an eye out for any new areas or upcoming changes!  

 

“If you think positive you’ll be positive” 

Nature Area 

This half term, our Jigsaw theme around school has been: ‘Good to be me’. We have focussed on rights and  
responsibilities for learning, respect and thinking about how to help each other and our school community.  
Everyone in school have worked hard on working well with others and following our learning charter.  

Next half term, our theme is: ‘Celebrating differences’. We will be focussing on accepting that we are all 
unique and have similarities and differences. Everyone will be working on knowing what to do if someone 
seems lonely or upset or is being bullied and we will be encouraged 
to use kind words and give compliments because we like  
making people feel good about themselves. 



 

 

 

 

Meet your school council of 2019-20! 

Our school council members for the academic year 2019-2020 are: 
Year 1                                          Year 2 
James Short                                 Henry Gowland 
Talia Drinkald                               Katie Roberts 

Year 3                                          Year 4 
Theon Luckham                           Vincent Gowland/ Amber Hopper 
Leah Nicholson                             Tiffany Luckham 

Year 5                                          Year 6 
Louis Jackson                                Borys Ejsmont 
Olivia Duke                                    Jamesia Washington 

 
Take a look at our amazing school council display which we  

created and put up in our school hall! 



 

 

 

Harvest Assembly 2019  

We celebrated Harvest with our whole school Harvest festival assembly. The school 
council were very honoured to have been chosen to be the readers for the assembly and 
they had lots of fun rehearsing our lines in school. We are very proud of the choir and 

whole school for their beautiful singing. 

It is a very important time of the year and we need to make sure that we always think 
of the people less fortunate than ourselves and open our hearts to share with others.  

The school would like to thank everyone who donated food for this special event, we are 
very grateful! We are donating all of the food collected to the food bank to make  

fabulous food parcels. 



 

 

 

Look what our amazing school have been up to over the last 
term! 

 
Reception 

We have had a very busy first half term settling into our new reception class with our new 
teachers and friends. We have made pizzas, planted, dug up and washed potatoes, learnt 

Year 1 
Year 1 have been very busy learning all about their local area and community through their topic 

‘Home is where the heart is’. We have made lots of visits to local landmarks such as the three 
bridges, Holy Trinity church, the glass centre and the fire station. We have also been learning 
about the four countries that make up the United Kingdom using the map we have made to  

represent the weather each day. 

 



 

 

Year 2 

In year 2 we have had lots of fun learning about Roald Dahl and reading some of the fantastic stories he 
has wrote. We have been very busy in class focusing on the story Charlie and the Chocolate factory. 

Mr Wonka decided that the factory needed some extra inventing rooms, year 2 were happy to help him! 
First we carried out an investigation, testing our materials to see they could bend, twist, stretch and if 

they were waterproof. We then designed our factories thinking about the materials we would use to cre-
ate each part. We discovered that foil was waterproof so we used that to produce parts of our factories. 
With the help of our grownups sending in boxes and bottles we were able to bring our factories to life! 
We made them with lots of thought, care and determination and here are some amazing photos of our 

journey. 

 

 

Year 3 

We have had lots of fun in our first half term in year 3! The year started off with a visitor who told 
us lots of amazing facts about the Stone Age. During our visit we looked at artefacts, made houses on 
the field out of sticks and grass, set our own fires and even ate fish which we cooked ourselves. Since 
our visit we have spent the last 7 weeks looking in depth at the Stone Age and how the first recorded 
homo-sapiens survived. We have made hunting tools, painted cave art, made Neolithic houses from 
clay, written letters, read stories and made adverts.  We are looking forward to learning about re-
membrance, the Titanic and Christmas when we return after the half term.  



 

 

Year 4 

This term in Year 4 we have been learning about Africa.  To start our topic we had a visit from Guy who 
runs ‘bugsnstuff’.  He brought in a variety of animals that could be found in Africa.  We were all very 

brave and held some of them. 
Our teachers then brought in some African food for us to taste – some of the food was lovely and some 

was disgusting! 
In Music Mrs Seaman has been looking at African instruments with us.  We have practised playing them 

and exploring the sounds they make.  We have been learning to sing an African Ghanaian folk song 
called Kye Kye Kule. 

 

Year 5 
Our topic this term is World War Two. During this topic, we have been learning all about why and how 
the war began as well as identifying the countries involved and locating these countries on a map. We 

have also learned all about the evacuation of Dunkirk, the battle of Britain, the Blitz, evacuation,  
rationing, propaganda, air raids and blackouts and so much more!  

We went on a trip to Beamish. We participated in an evacuee workshop and discovered what life was 
like on the home front during the war. We imagined we were alive during the war and experienced 
what like would have been like during the Blitz and the blackout and even tried on gas masks! We 
made our own delicious carrot cookies using rationed amounts. We had lots of fun and learned so 

much about World War 2 and what life would have been like for a kid during the war!  



 

 

 

Year 6 

Year 6 have been learning all about the Rainforest. They have enjoyed learning about the different  
countries, especially all the famous footballers that come from there. They have also been doing some 
wonderful art with Alison and made some fantastic puppets of their favourite South-American animals. 
Year 6 have also took part in an athletics completion and tag rugby competition. We all worked as a 

team together very well and showed great sportsmanship.  

 

 

 

Amazing homework 
Throughout school, each year group have been given different homework activities or projects to  

complete. We have been blown away by how amazing they are! Take a look at some examples. Don’t 
worry if yours isn’t here—it will be on our school website!  



 

 

Lantern Festival 

This year our theme for our 16th lantern festival was ‘Home is where the heart is.’ Classes were given 
specific sessions for their families to come in and help in the making of the lanterns. 

Nursery created wonderful sparkly hearts, Early Years and KS1 2D houses with stars and hearts inside 
them. Lower KS2 lanterns were 3D triangles and upper KS2 3D houses. We’ve had amazing support 
with everyone putting loads of intricate work into them. We also opened the school until 5:00p.m each 
evening of week 1 for an extended workshop and saw lanterns in the shapes of a dinosaur, tortoise, 
helicopter and unicorn to name but a few. We also had a tank made by Veterans in Crisis that will be 
taken to the Remembrance service in the town. 

Mental Health Charter Mark 

Here at Southwick Community Primary School, we recognise the importance of taking care of our emo-
tional well-being. We have now received recognition for the all of the hard work we do in the form of 
The Mental Health Charter Mark: we received both the Bronze and Silver awards. 

Emily White and Aslett Defty (Year 6) were interviewed by Newcastle Radio and spoke wonderfully 
about our school’s mental health provision. Then Emily was joined by Lexie Ball at the award ceremony 
to collect both of our awards. We were all very proud. 



 

 

Five Ways of Wellbeing 

During our lantern festival, we also focussed on the five ways to well-being which helps us ensure that 
we are looking after ourselves and each other. 

 Connect – connect with the people around you: your family, friends, colleagues and neighbours. 
Spend time developing these relationships 

 Be active – you don't have to go to the gym. Take a walk, go cycling or play a game of football. 
Find an activity that you enjoy and make it a part of your life.. 

 Keep learning – learning new skills can give you a sense of achievement and a new confidence. 
So why not sign up for that cooking course, start learning to play a musical instrument, or figure out 
how to fix your bike? 

 Give to others – even the smallest act can count, whether it's a smile, a thank you or a kind 
word. Larger acts, such as volunteering at your local community centre, can improve your mental well-
being and help you build new social networks. 

Take Notice/ Be mindful – be more aware of the present moment, including your thoughts and  
feelings, your body and the world around you. Some people call this awareness "mindfulness". It can  

positively change the way you feel about life and how you  
approach challenges. 

 

Halloween/ Bonfire Night Party 

The School Council have been up to something very exciting. We have planned a Halloween/ Bon-
fire Night Party for all children from reception to Year 6! This will take place on Wednesday 6th 
November at 3.15pm -  4.30pm in the Sports Hall. There will be lots of music, dancing, games 

and delicious food and drinks! Tickets will be £1.00 which will be available from the school office 
from Monday 4th November.  If you want to get dressed up in Halloween outfits then that is 
great but it is not compulsory! You can bring those to school with you in a bag. We are very  

excited and hope to see lots of you there! 


