
Reception– Summer 1 2018 

Minibeast Mayhem! 

 

Supporting Texts 

Core books for Term 

 Mad about minibeasts 

 Tiddler by Julia Donaldson  

 Snail trail 

 The bad tempered ladybird by Eric Carle 

 Tadpole’s promise, teeny tiny tadpole 

  Look at books and websites to find out about minibeasts- 

what they look like, where they live, what they eat, etc.  

 

Reading and writing 

 Write instructions for looking after and feeding 

minibeasts. 

 Write shopping lists and following recipes to make 

‘frog’sandwiches.  

 Make a poster about minibeast rules. 

 Make an ‘I spy’ book. 

 Write guessing cards for minibeasts.. 

 Make a fact file about a minibeast. 

 Change ending and character in Little Miss Muffet to 

compose own rhyme. 

 Thank you card / letter to Rainton Meadows. 

 

 

R.E 

Special places and objects: 

 Chuch– exploring Christian   

artefacts. 

 Buddist artefacts– statue of   

Buddha and prayer flags. 

 Jewish artefacts– menorah. 

P.S.H.E 

 Caring for creatures we share the environment with. 

We will follow the theme ‘Relationships’ in our school PSHE scheme: Jigsaw. 

Through this, we will look at: 

 Understanding how to make friends. 

 Trying to solve friendship problems. 

 Helping others feel part of a group. 

 Knowing how to treat others. 

Maths 

 Make honey sandwiches and share these  between group. 

 Creating symmetrical butterflies using paint. 

 Take part in a range of themed counting activities, e.g. Lily 

pad counting, lady bird spot counting and matching to 

numbered spot leaves and number sentence recording,  

*         Size and positional language.  

Expressive arts and design 

 Look at collage ‘The Snail’ by Henri Matisse. Children to observe 

collage and recreate what they see. 

 Make clay models of minibeasts. 

 Design and make masks for minibeast world. 

 Observational drawings of minibeasts. 

 Print winding lines of ants to decorate a display border. 

Big Interests/ what we want children to learn 

Minibeasts and the variety of life! 

Looking after and finding out about tadpoles. 

Caring for creatures around us. 

Developing and understanding of how creatures depend upon 

each other. 

Understanding the World 

 Pond dipping at Rainton Meadows.  

 Habitats of minibeasts– what they eat and where they live. 

 Discuss mini-beasts found during hunts, describing what we 

have found. Working out the best place to look when hunting - under 

stones, underneath bark, in grass, on leaves, under leaves etc.  

 Look at life cycles of mini-beasts including butterflies and frogs. 

 Closely observe the frogspawn and note any changes that we see 

taking place.  

 Dig for worms  in Garden and discuss how they are good for plants. 

 Observing how our plants are growing in our planting area. 

 

Communication and Language 

 Discuss mini-beasts children have seen and find out more information 

about them, including what they like to eat; where they live; changes 

that happen to them during their life-cycle, etc.  

 Learn new vocabulary in relation to our topic. 

  Listen with understanding to stories, including those told without the                                            

              use of pictures or props. 

 

 Express themselves effectively in a range of situations– when playing 

and when in groups. 

 

Cross Curricular Numeracy Links and Problem 

solving 

 Measuring using ‘worms’! 

 Addition and subtraction  using 

‘minibeasts ‘as a theme. 

 What can you do in a minute? How 

many times can you write your name, 

throw and catch a ball, etc. 

Topic hooks, visits and visitors 

Visits: Reception: Rainton meadows visit. 

Visitors: The Hylton Castle Project will be visiting (22.5.18). We will be indulging in a medieval banquet! 

            A bug show  

How can I support my child’s learning 

Parental Involvement:  please continue to hear your child read at home. Support them in sounding out 

words when reading and talking about what is happening in stories. A  visit to a local library would be a 

lovely idea– your child could find stories and information books about minibeasts. 

Physical development 

Please note, our PE sessions will take place on Mondays this term. 

 Create dances to contrast Minibeast movements e.g. scurrying 

ants, buzzing bees, slow snails, 

 Contrast speeds slow and fast 

 Explore direction– forwards, backwards, sideways. 

 Make different body shapes as minibeasts. 

 Cut spiral mobiles– like snail shells. 

 


